1796]            REPEATED ATTACKS REPULSED               217
were falling fast. I ordered the Grenadiers and Light Infantry to advance and charge them. Colonel Drummond headed them, cut down an officer with his sword, drove them with the bayonet, and followed them some way; they suffered on their return from grape-shot. Drummond had scarcely returned when the enemy were reinforced and returned a second time. I ordered another company to advance and line a hedge to my left. This order was, however, only very imperfectly carried out. The fire from the hedge would have swept a valley, or rather a dip, by which the enemy could advance under cover within twenty yards of me. This second attack was more spirited than the first. The enemy took advantage of the hedge not being properly lined, and advanced close to us with great boldness. The front I could present was small. Many officers and men had been already knocked down; more were falling every moment. The regiment showed great spirit, but the enemy's force was superior to ours. The ground was so confined that the whole of our men could not be brought into action or to support each other, and if the men continued to fall so fast, it was to be dreaded they might give way.
I knew the General was looking on at no great distance, and expected every moment a gun to be forwarded or a movement of troops from the left. I was surprised to hear of neither. I begged Brigadier-General Hope, who happened to be at the post when the attack commenced, to go back and represent to the General the critical situation we were in, and to beg he would order the regiment of "Royal Strangers" in the plain to move up and at least show themselves on the left. After General Hope's departiire things became more serious. The Grenadiers and Light Infantry had already suffered too much to charge again, I turned to Colonel Gilman and told him that, if two companies did not advance instantly and charge, the post was lost. Two were ordered forward, and showed great gallantry. They were obliged to advance in file and form under fire. Captain Dunlop, who headed them, was